





Navigation

	Skip to Content













	
About

	
About the Archdiocese

	
Archdiocesan Council

	
Holy Eparchial Synod

	
Departments & Ministries

	
Official Documents

	
Archdiocese Logo

	
Clergy-Laity

	
Email Mailing Lists

	
Contact




	
News

	
Home

	
Archbishop Elpidophoros

	
Ecumenical Patriarchate

	
Metropolises

	
Parishes

	
People

	
Photos

	
From the Archdiocese

	
Affiliates

	
Subscribe




	
Archbishop

	
Biography

	
Encyclicals

	
Schedule

	
Messages

	
Photo Gallery

	
Enthronement

	
Publications

	
The Lesser and Greater Minima

	
Office of the Archbishop

	
Former Archbishops




	
Chapel

	
Daily Saints, Feasts, and Readings

	
Orthodox Calendar

	
Digital Chant Stand

	
Saint Search

	
Biblical Resources

	
Liturgical Texts

	
Prayers

	
Hymns & Music

	
Live Broadcasts

	
Light a Candle

	
Paschalion

	
Kanonion

	
The Planner Digital Calendar

	
Daily Readings App




	
Library

	
Introduction to Orthodoxy

	
Feasts of the Church

	
Know Your Faith

	
Topics

	
Demographics

	
What's New on Goarch

	
Multimedia




	
Directories

	
Metropolises & Hierarchs

	
Departments & Ministries

	
Parishes

	
Autocephalous Churches

	
Monasteries

	
Organizations

	
Products & Services

	
Publications

	
Orthodox Jurisdictions in America

	
E-mail Mailing Lists

	
Orthodox Marketplace

	
Annual Directory




	
DONATE

	
Donate Now

	
Honor - Memorial Donations

	
Light a Candle

	
Donate Appreciated Securities

	
Leave a Legacy

	
Support Our Fathers

	
Ukraine Relief Fund

	
Earthquake Relief Fund

	
Archbishop Elpidophoros Camping Scholarship Fund

	
Hellenic Education Fund


























































 













	

About


	

[image: ]




The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, with its headquarters located in the City of New York, is an Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, The mission of the Archdiocese is to proclaim the Gospel of Christ, to teach and spread the Orthodox Christian faith, to energize, cultivate, and guide the life of the Church in the United States of America according to the Orthodox Christian faith and tradition.
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The Orthodox Observer places the Church in the context of the current world we live in through a diverse and informative experience — offering participants meaningful exchange with the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, her ministries, and affiliates. The experience provides the faithful significant content to listen to, watch, and read; in order to lead, grow, and inspire.
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His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros (Lambriniadis) of America was born in 1967 in Bakirköy, Istanbul.
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What is Orthodox Christianity?
The Orthodox Christian Faith proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Apostles, and the tradition and life of the living Church worldwide through worship, communion, witness, and service.
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The Archdiocese responds to the spiritual needs of the Greek Orthodox Christian Faithful through National Ministries, providing programs and services to your local parishes, Metropolises, and you. We invite you to prayerfully consider sharing the resources given to you by God with a donation to the Archdiocese. Your support helps us further the vital ministry work.
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The Department of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations is tasked with cultivating professional relationships with faith-based organizations, academic institutions, and NGOs. It coordinates the ecumenical and interfaith dialogues of the Archdiocese on a national level and is responsible for pan-Orthodox activities through the Office of the Chairman of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the USA.
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Rev. Protopresbyter Nicolas Kazarian, PhD

Ecumenical Officer and Director, Department of Inter-Orthodox Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
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Rev. Fr. Nicholas Anton


Director of Programs, Department of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical, and Interfaith Relations
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V. Rev. Archimandrite Chrysostom Onyekakeyah


Project Coordinator Mission and Outreach Development
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Ourania Markaki


Project Coordinator for the UN and Special Assistant, Department of Inter-Orthodox Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
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As the exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Archbishop is the Chair of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. As such, the Department supports the Chairmanship of the Assembly by planning the annual meeting, staffing the Orthodox-Catholic dialogues, liaising with the secretariat and other hierarchs. Furthermore, the Department handles all Archdiocesan interactions with the other Orthodox Christian jurisdictions, generally, including in the United States of America and abroad.
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The Department is responsible for all the inter-Christian memberships and dialogues in the United States of America. It also maintains relationships with individuals and other churches including the Oriental Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholic Church.

 

Partnerships:

	Christian Churches Together (CCT)
	Christians for Middle East Peace (CMEP)
	Church World Service (CWS)
	Creation Justice Ministries (CJM)
	Joint Commission of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches
	Joint Committee of Orthodox and Roman Catholic Bishops
	National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA (NCCC)
	Orthodox-Catholic Theological Consultation
	Orthodox-Lutheran Theological Consultation
	United States Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
	World Council of Churches
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The Department interfaces with an infinite number of other religions and faith groups, for example Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, etc. The primary platforms of engagement, aside from bilateral relationships, are through institutional partnerships.

 

Partnerships:

	American Jewish Committee
	Appeal of Conscience Foundation
	Commission of Religious Leaders of NYC
	KAICCID Dialogue Centre
	Multi-Faith Alliance for Syrian Refugees
	New York Disaster Interfaith Services (NYDIS)
	Religions for Peace USA
	Tanenbaum
	World Conference of Religions for Peace (WCRP)







[bookmark: SocialIssues]
Church & Society




Whether developing relationships under the umbrella of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical or Interfaith, the Department follows two basic tracks: 1) theological dialogue and 2) united action on social issues. Furthermore, Orthodox Christian implementing agencies and organizations fall under the Assembly. Due to this significant overlap, the Archdiocese’s engagement on social issues has always been a responsibility and mandate of the Department.

The primary outlet for Department’s social engagement is through its work at the United Nations (“UN”), which the Department considers UN Programs a pan-Orthodox ministry of the Archdiocese.

Both the UN, but also externally, the Department works from a human rights perspective on human trafficking, water and sanitation, public health, racism, creation care (the environment), gender equality, children and youth, Middle East peace, the refugee crisis, and much more.

 

Resources:
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Partnerships:

	NGO Committee to Stop Trafficking In Persons
	NGO Mining Working Group
	NGO Committee on Migration
	NGO Committee on the Status of Women
	NGO Committee on Freedom of Religion and Belief
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Healing in the Breach of American Societal Crisis: Why Racial Reconciliation Matters to Orthodox Christianity in America









	




The Hijacking of Religion by Vladimir Putin and Patriarch Kirill









	




The Pioneer who dared to brave the Spanish Flu and Racism









	




COVID-19 AND CLIMATE CHANGE Living with and Learning from a Pandemic
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Musings on 1 Corinthians 13, Today…









	




Racism and Orthodox Christianity in America: A Modern Commentary









	




TOWARD A SOCIAL ETHOS OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH A New Document of the Ecumenical Patriarchate









	




Orthodox Perspective on the Ministry of the Church Online
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	October 2020 - Faith Matters Newsletter
	September 2020 - Faith Matters Newsletter
	August 2020 - Faith Matters Newsletter
	July 2020 - Faith Matters Newsletter
	June 2020 - Faith Matters Newsletter
	April 2020 - Earth Day
	March 2020 - Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church
	Special Edition - International Day of Happiness
	February 2020 - 58th UN Commission for Social Development
	January 2020 - Responding to Homelessness


2019 »

	December 2019 - Year in Review
	November 2019 - Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
	October 2019 - Bullying
	September 2019 - The Environment & UN Climate Action Summit
	August 2019 - We want to hear from you!
	July 2019 - High-Level Political Forum
	June 2019 - Halki Summit
	May 2019 - Mental Health Awareness Month
	April 2019 - Pascha
	March 2019 - The 63rd Session of the Commission on the Status of Women
	February 2019 - United Nations 57th Session of the Commission for Social Development
	January 2019 - Holocaust Remembrance Day






2018 »

	November & December 2018 - Year in Review 2018
	September & October 2018 - Assembly of Bishops 2018
	August 2018 - Human Trafficking
	July 2018 - Clergy-Laity
	June 2018 - Environment
	May 2018 - Refugees
	April 2018 - Racism
	March 2018 - Xenophobia
	February 2018 - Ethno-phyletism
	January 2018 - The Human Right to Water and Sanitation
	Special Edition - MLK Birthday 2018






2017 »

	December 2017 - Ending Violence Against Women
	November 2017 - Ecumenical & Interfaith Relations
	October 2017 - Orthodoxy in America
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	FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church
	The Reception of the Holy and Great Council: Reflections of Orthodox Christian Women - Volume 4
	The Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church: Message and Encyclical
	Toward the Holy and Great Council: Theological Reflections - Volume 3
	Toward the Holy and Great Council: Draft Decisions and Texts - Volume 2
	Toward the Holy and Great Council: Retrieving a Culture of Conciliarity and Communion - Volume 1
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	Global Compacts for Migrants & Refugees: Fact Sheet
	Water & Sanitation: A People's Guide to SDG 6
	End Violence Against Women!
	Selma at 50: The Legacy of Archbishop Iakovos & the Civil Rights Movement
	Faith & International Affairs: Orthodox Christianity & Humanitarianism
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New York, NY 10075



Tel.: +1 (212) 570-3593

Email: [email protected]

Web: ecumenical.goarch.org

Connect With Us

          






























































Upcoming Event: The Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church - An Impetus for Ecumenical Collaboration










In a joint venture by Fordham University's Orthodox Christian Studies Center and Georgetown University's Office of the President and its Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs,...













Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church Document Now Available Online










For the Life of the World presents a way of reaching out across social distancing at a time of global calamity in order to address the role of the Church at a time of spiritual crisis, challenge,...













Social Ethos Document Preface










The task of producing a single statement of the social doctrine of the Orthodox Church is of its nature a complicated, not to say contentious, undertaking. The Orthodox Church operates within a...













Social Ethos Document Executive Summary










A statement on the social doctrine of the Orthodox Christian Church will be published during Great Lent 2020. This document was composed by a special commission of Orthodox scholars appointed by...













Preface to "For the Life of the World" - Social Ethos Document










The task of producing a single statement of the social doctrine of the Orthodox Church is of its nature a complicated, not to say contentious, undertaking. The Orthodox Church operates within a...













Join the Conversation with MyOCN on For the Life of the World










For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church, a recent publication endorsed by Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, offers a framework to discuss and...













For the Life of the World: Towards a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church










For the Life of the World: Towards a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church is a powerful social document enriched by scriptural, patristic, theological, and spiritual references, to navigate through...













For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church










The Orthodox Church understands the human person as having been created in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26). To be made in God’s image is to be made for free and conscious communion and...













For the Life of the World: A Lenten Study Guide for Parishes










As Great Lent approaches, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is pleased to announce a Lenten study guide for parishes to navigate For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the...













Ecumenical Readings of ‘For the Life of the World’










The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, in partnership with the National Council of Churches, the Graymoor Ecumenical & Interreligious Institute and the Ecclesiological Investigations Network...













Department Director Fr. Nicolas Kazarian Presents at Orthodox Theological Society Conference










On Thursday, January 13, 2022, Father Nicolas Kazarian, Dr. Chris Durante, and Dr. Nikolaos Asproulis, presented on "For the Life of the World: Towards a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church" at the...
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Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America



In Christ, We Are One!



8 East 79th Street • New York, NY 10075

Phone: (212) 570-3500 • Contact
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The information contained on the website of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is for informational purposes only. Certain individuals and institutions are presented for reference purposes only and may not be under the supervision or jurisdiction of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. The Holy Archdiocese does not exercise any administrative oversight or assignment authority over clergy that are not part of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
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